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A     GENUINE 
NARRATIVE    of    FACTS, 

WHICH     LED     TO     THE 

MURDER 

i  OF 

Mr.  M'D  ON'NE'L,  &a 


±T  is  an  old  and  a  juft  obfervation,  that 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  this  world  as  a 
chara&er  either  perfe&ly  good,  or  perfectly 
bad;  that  the  Deft  of  men  have  their  foi- 
bles, and,  perhaps,  even  their  vices,  and 
that  the  worft  man  that  exifts  is  not  en- 
tirely without  fome  good  qualities. 

Ready,  however,  as  we  all  are  to  ac- 
knowledge the  truth  of  this  maxim  in  ge- 
B  neral. 
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neral,  yet,  in  our  application  of  it  to  par- 
ticular cafes,  we  are  but  too  apt  to  forget 
it.  The  good  man,  efpecially  if  be.be 
our  friend,  we  are  too  much  inclined  to 
exalt  into  an  Angel;  and  the  had  man,  if 
he  happen  to  be  our  enemy,  we  are  often 
too  prone  to  degrade  into  a  Devil. 

Of  .this  deviation  from  truth  and  jufrice 
I  am  afraid  the  bulk  of  mankind  are,  in 
fome  degree,  guilty,  informing  a  judge- 
ment of  the  character  and  conduct  of 
George  Robert  Fitzgerald,  Efq.  who  has, 
for  feveral  years  pad,  made  fo  much  noife 
in  our  fifter-kingdom:  to  enable  them, 
therefore,  to  correct  this  error,  and  to' 
form  a  more  true  and  juft  opinion  of  this 
unfortunate  Gentleman,  I  mall,  in  the 
following  pages,  give  an  impartial  account 
of  the  principal  incidents  and  tranfactions 
of  his  life,  which  are  any  ways  connected 
with  his  prefent  fituation. 

George  Robert  Fitzgerald,  Efq.  is   the 

eldeil  fon  of  the  late Fitzgerald,  of 

Rockfield,  Efq.  which  is  diftant  about  two 
miles  from  the  town  of  Caftlebar.  He 
has  one  brother  only,  named  Charles,  who, 
of  the  two,  was  always  confidered  as  the 
greateft  favourite  of  the  Father :  the 
eftate,    however,    being    entailed,    could 

not, 
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fiot,  legally,  be  affected  by  favouritifm; 
for,  on  the  death  of  the  Father,  it  became 
the  fole  property  of  George  Robert:  be- 
iides,  there  were  fome  very  peculiar  claufes 
in  the  deed  of  fettlement  of  this  eflate, 
which  prevented  the  tenant  in  poffeffion 
from  committing  any  a.<5t  that  might  injure 
the  fon  who  had  the  reverfion.  Amongft 
others,  one  was,  that,  as  the  leafes  ex- 
pired, the  lands  were  to  be  re-let  for  lives, 
or  years,  by  public  advertifement,  to  the 
higheji  and  fairefl  bidders. 

But  the  Father,  as  will  more  fully  ap- 
pear in  the  kquel,  not  having  been  fuffi- 
ciently  exact  in  obferving  the  deed  of  fet- 
tlement; having,  like  wife,  difcovered  the 
moft  evident  intention  of  augmenting  the 
fortune  of  the  younger  fon  at  the  expence 
of  the  elder;  and  having,  by  that  means, 
created  the  moft  incurable  jealoufy  be- 
tween the  two  Brothers,  has  actually  been 
the  occaiion  of  all  the  difafters  which  ei- 
ther have,  or  may  hereafter  happen  to  this 
.diftradted  family. 

Nor  was  Fitzgerald  fenior  more  happy 

in  gaining  the  good-will  or  efleem  of  his 

neighbours;  which,  indeed,  is  the  lefs  fur- 

prifing,  as  his  character  in  private  life  was 

B  2  never 
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never  confidered   as  of  the  moft  fpotlefs 
kind. 

A  clear,  unincumbered  eflate  of  Three 
Thousand  Pounds  a  year  procured  him 
very  little  confequence,  except  amongft 
his  numerous  tenantry,  who  were  his  na- 
tural allies  during  a  long,  and  fometimes 
bloody  warfare,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
with  his  eldefl  fon,- 

By  his  Wife's  relations  he  was  equally 
detefted.  He  married  Lady  Mary  Harvey, 
fitter  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  Bifhop  of  Derry : 
but  neither  this  lady's  noble  birth,  nor  her 
irreproachable  and  even  exemplary  life  and 
character,  were  able  to  protect  her  from 
the  barbarous  ufage  (lie  received  from  her 
lewd  and  libertine  hufband,  and  from 
which,  therefore,  fhe  was  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  the  Briftol  family,  and  with  her 
unfortunate  fon,  George  Robert. 

In  his  Lady's  ftead  he  took  to  his  bed  a 
Mifs  Norrisy  the  caufe  of  much  mifchief 
and  difturbance  in  the  family,  and  who, 
with  the  deceafed,  M'Donnel,  will  make 
no  inconfiderable  figure  in   the  courfe  of 

this 
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this  Narrative;  in  which  I  will  never  lofe 
light  of  the  Poet's  admirable  maxim— 

Nothing  extenuate, 

Nor  fet  down  aught  in  malice. 

Shakespeare* 

George  Robert  Fitzgerald,  at  a  very 
early  age,  married  Mifs  Conolly,  fitter  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Conolly, 
Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of 
Londonderry,  and  coufin-german  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinfler.  With  this 
lady  Mr.  Fitzgerald  received  a  fortune  of 
Ten  Thousand  Pounds;  at  the  fame 
time,  old  Fitzgerald  executed  a  deed  of 
fettlement,  by  which  he  engaged  to  allow 
him  a  yearly  income  of  One  Thousand 
Pounds — but,  fo  far  was  he  from  fulfill- 
ing this  agreement,  that,  inftead  of  a 
thoufand  a  year,  not  one  Jhilling  did  he  ever 
pay  his  fon,  from  the  day  of  alignment  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  (which  happened  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  only  about  three  years 
ago)  being  a  period  of  about  fifteen  years. 

I  have  mentioned  this  circumftance, 
merely  to  fhew  that  the  late  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald had  nothing  to  alledge  in  excufe  for 
his  not  having  made  a  fuitable  provifion 

for 
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for  Ills  youngeft  fon,  as  a  good  and  provi- 
dent father  might  have  done. 

Soon  after  the  celebration  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald's marriage  with  Mifs  Conolly,  the 
young  couple  went  abroad.  For  fome 
time  they  refided  on  the  Continent* ;  but 
after  an  abfence  of  ten  years,  during  which 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald  died,  leaving  him  one 
daughter  only,  who  is  ftill  living,  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  country  in  the  year 

I  am  informed — -and  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  conduct  mews  my  information  to  have 
been  well  founded— that  on  George  Ro- 
bert's return,  his  Father  refufed  to  make 
any  fettlement  with  him  for  arrears,  unlefs 
he  would  confent  to  a  divilion  of  the  eftate, 
or  a  confirmation  of  thofe  leafes  which  the 
father  had  made  to  his  youngeft  fon.. 
Thefe  conditions  not  having  been  com- 
plied with,  on  the  part  of  George  Robert, 

he 

*  The  Author  has  no  intention  to  fwel!  this  Nar- 
rative with  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  celebrated  exploits  on 
the  Continent,  or  elfe where;  he  means  to  touch  only 
<m  thofe  fa£ts  which  relate,  or  led  to  his  prefent 
unhappy  iituation,  or  which  have  gi-own  out  of  the 
difputes  he  has  had  with  his  own  family,  or  his  arifto- 
erotic  neighbours. 
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he  had  no  other  remedy  than  to  appeal  to 
the  laws  of  his  country. 

To  the  law,  therefore,  he  made  his  ap- 
peal, and  fued  out  a  cu/lodium,  which  em- 
powered him  to  receive  a  proportional  part 
of  the  rents  of  his  father's  eflate,  until  his 
demands  were  fatisfied.  With  his  endea- 
vouring to  put  the  law  in  force,  com- 
menced his  misfortunes:  he  found  his  fa- 
ther prepared  for  him,  and  determined  to 
repel  force  by  force j  and  this  he  was  the 
more  eafily  able  to  do,  as  he  had  a  power- 
ful tenantry,  amongfl  whom  was  the  un- 
fortunate Mr.  M'Donnel,  lately  murdered ; 
nor  had  George  Robert,  to  back  him,  at 
that  time,  or  indeed  at  any  other,  a  force 
fufficient  to  do  himfe'lf  jufHce  in  a  legal 
way. 

His  difappointments  and  difficulties 
daily  increased.  Amongfl:  other  illegal 
ads  committed  by  his  father,  during  his 
abfence,  one  was,  the  leafing  out  the  lands 
to  his  favourites  at  an  under  value,  in  order, 
as  much  aspoffible,  toleiTen  the  income  of 
the  eflate  in  future.  There  was  one,  in 
particular,  made  to  Charles  Fitzgerald,  of 
a  valuable  trad;  of  land  at  One  Shilling 
and  Sixpence  an  acre,  which  was  worth, 
to  a  farmer,  for  grazing,  Sixteen  Shil- 
lings 
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iings  an  acre;  and,  not  content  with  this 
fhameful  bargain,  he  alfo  leafed  out  the 
Deer  Park,  to  this  favourite  fon,  at  the 
fame  price. 

Thefe  tranfactions,  which  militated  fo 
much  againft  his  interefts  and  fortune,  and 
perpetrated  too  by  his  father  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  the  mod  folemn  deeds  and  cove- 
nants, muft  have  excited  in  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald's breaft,  the  moft  violent  ftruggle  be- 
tween the  principle  of  felf-prefervation 
and  filial  affection;  which  laft,  however, 
even  in  the  moft  trying  fcenes,  he  did  not 
forget,  as  the  following  anecdote  fully 
evinces. 

Mr,  Fitzgerald,  fenior,  had  been  arretted 
for  a  debt  of  Eight  Thousand  Pounds, 
which  the  fon  was  no  way  obliged,  nor  was 
the  eftate  liable  to  pay;  yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  extraordinary  ill  ufage  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  father,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  re- 
leafed  him  from  the  fpunging-houfe,  by 
taking  the  debt  on  himfelf,  and  thereby 
gave  him  that  liberty  which  he  otherwife 
could  never  have  obtained;  for  his  eftate 
being  at  that  time  under  cujlodium,  and 
being,  moreover,  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
factions  which  he  himfelf  had  created,  the 
better  to  crufti  his  fon's  interefl  and  fortune, 

he 
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he  was  totally  incapable  of  paying  the 
debt  himfelf. 

It  is  well  known,  that  where  there  are 
different  claimants  for  rent,  the  tenants, 
who  will  furely  take  advantage  of  this 
ci  re  urn  fiance,  generally  pay  neither,  under 
pretence,  that  if  they  mould  pay,  they  may 
doit  to  their  own  prejudice ;  confequently 
he  muft  have  remained  in  durance*  vile  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

C  Let 

*  It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  in  Ireland,  for  the  own- 
ers of  la$ge  eftates  to  linger  out  their  latter  days  in 
this  ignominious  manner  :  having  lived  beyond  their 
income,  and  thereby  contracted  debts,  they  go  to 
gaol  to  pradtife  ceconomy.  In  this  fchool  they  are 
firft  taught  to  fet  their  creditors  at  defiance;  and, 
what  with  the  extravagance  of  the  family  without 
doors,  and  the  urgent  neceflities  of  thofe  within,  no 
favings  can  be  made  for  the  unfortunate  plaintiffs : 
thus  the  heir  comes  into  a  clear  eftate,  on  which  he 
contentedly  fits  down,  without  ever  paying  for  the 
clothes  that  hid  his  nakednefs,  his  education,  or  the 
bread  that  fed  him.  This  fliews  a  depravity  of  mo- 
rals, and  the  force  of  bad  example  j   for  inftance,  his 

■ — (although  26  years  a )  has  never 

yet  been  advifed  to  fet  about  paying  his  Father's 
debts :  on  the  contrary,  the  effefts  of  both  his  Fa- 
ther and  Mother  were  difpofed  of,  and  the  money 
diftributed,  without  any  regard  to  this  facred  obliga- 
tion, 
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Let  the  fate  of  George  Robert  be  what 
it  may,  this  act  of  generofity  to  his  prin- 
cipaland  avowed  enemy,  and  to  his  Father's 
creditors,  will  certanly  preponderate  in  his 
favour^- — Few  people,  I  believe,  fituated  as 
this  unfortunate  young  gentleman  was,  but 
would  have  taken  advantage  of  this  ac- 
cident, and  thereby  have  turned  the  tables 
on  the  remaining  part  of  the  faction  be- 
low, in  his  own  favour,  and  who,  for 
want  of  their  Arch-leader,  muft  eaiily  have 
been  brought  to  capitulate. 

Had  old  Fitzgerald  pofleiTed  one  fpark 
of  honour,  or  of  gratitude,  excluiive  of 
the  feelings  of  a  Father t  all  further  vio- 
lence muft,  after  this  tranfaction,  have 
fubfided;  but  neither  the  feeds  of  honour  or 
of  gratitude,  nor  thofe  of  parental  affection, 
were  ever  difcovered  to  have  been  fown  in 
his  frame — or,  if  they  were,  the  foil  muft 
have  been  exceeding  barren,  or  the  fruit 
nipt  in  the  bud. 

The  liberty  which  the  fon  had  fo  mag- 
nanimoufly  given  to  his  father,  the  lat- 
ter ignominioufly  employed  in  fomenting 
greater  difcord  between  the  two  brothers 
than  had  hitherto  appeared;  infomuch 
that  George  Robert  was  obliged  again  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  law,  for  an  enlarge- 
ment of  his  powers.  He  made  an  appli- 
cation 
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cation  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  fetting 
forth  the  demand  he  had  on  his  father, 
which  then,  including  the  8000 1.  above 
mentioned,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
Twenty  Thousand  Pounds — alfo  the 
obftacles  he  met  with  in  receiving  the 
rents,  &c,  &c. 

Upon  this  application,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  pleafed  to  make  an  order  for 
his  taking  poffeffion  of  the  whole  eftate. 
This  happened  in  the  year  1780;  about 
three  years  before  the  father's  death. 

To  execute  this  order,  was  a  fervice  of 
no  fmall  danger :  he,  however,  got  pof- 
feffion of  the  manfion-houfeof  Rockfield  and 
the  demefne,  the  father  at  that  time  reftd- 
ing  in  a  lodge  at  Tor  lough,  about  an  EngJifh 
mile  from  the  manfion,  (clofe  to  the  high 
road  from  Caftlebar  to  Ballina,  and  to  the 
counties  of  Sligo,  Leitrim,  &c.)  pretty 
much  in  the  centre  of  the  eftate:  but,  in 
executing  the  order  more  generally,  feve- 
ral  fevere  conflicts  enfued— there  were  ir- 
regularities and  violence  on  both  fides:  cer- 
tain it  is,  George-Robert  got  the  word  of 
it  in  the  end;  for  he  was  indicted  for  a 
riot,  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to  three 
^^rjimprifonment  in  the  fame  gaol,  where 
he  at  prefent  lies,  under  a  charge,  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  of  much  greater  magnitude. 

C  2  By 
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By  this  legal  decifion,  which  was  ob- 
tained againfl  him  in  the  year  1780,  can- 
dour forces  me  to  acknowledge,  appear- 
ances are  not  in  his  favour.  The  impar- 
tial reader  I  hope — -nay,  I  am  confident- 
will  make  great  allowances — Confidering 
his  then  fituation,  and  the  hoft  of  enemies 
he  had  to  contend  with,  the  above  convic- 
tion, to  me,  is  not  at  all  furpriling. 

As  to  the  Lord  Chancellor's  order,  had 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  attempted  to  take  poffef- 
iion  of  an  eftate,  with  an  order  from  the 
Bailiff  of  the  next  manor,  it  could  not 
have  proved  lefs  effectual,  or  have  been 
held  in  more  apparent  contempt. 

I  will  now,  for  a  while,  leave  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald in  his  confinement,  under  his 
heavy  fentence,  in  order  to  examine  paft 
matters  a  little  more  fully ;  and  firft  I  fhall 
point  out  the  particular  people,  individu- 
ally and  collectively,  whom  we  may  rea- 
fonably  call  either  his  avowed,  or  his  Jecret 
enemies. 

The  perfons  who  properly  ought  to 
appear  on  the  lift  of  his  avowed  enemies, 
are,  as  I  have  already  fhewn — ift,  his 
own  Father — which,  as  Triftram  Shandy 
fays,  was  tant  pire,  fo  much  the  worfe; — 
2dly,  Mifs  Norris--~ which,  to  follow  the 

fame 
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fame  author,  was  tant  mieux,  fo  much  the 
better.  To  have  this  woman  otherwife  than 
his  enemy,  would  have  been  much  more  dis- 
graceful to  him  than  all  the  Sufferings  he 
has  already  undergone,  or  may  hereafter 
undergo,  on  her  account.  She  could  not 
be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  otherwife — George 
Robert  never  faw  her,  but  his  honoured 
Mother's  injuries  came  into  his  mind  in 
fuch  a  lively  manner,  that  he  ufed  to  affront 
her  whenever  (he  came  in  his  way.  As  I 
advance  farther,  this  lady  will  appear  to 
greater  advantage. 

The  next  perfon  I  mail  bring  on  the  car- 
pet is  the  artful  and  pliant  Charles  Fitzge- 
rald, who,  like  a  mole,  has,  for  years  pafl, 
been  undermining  his  Brother's  property; 
and  the  better  to  accomplish  his  nefarious 
purpofes,  he  could  overlook  the  indignity 
offered  to  his  Mother;  nay,  he  defcended 
to  the  meaneft  offices  to  pleafe  Mifs  Nor- 
ris,  and  become  t\\Q  fondkwife  to  her  fpu- 
rious  offspring,  which  was  fhrewdly  fu~ 
fpected,  and  with  great  reafon,  to  be  the. 
joint  production  of  the  pious*  confede- 
racy. 

4.  The 

*  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  fenior,  profefled  to  be  very  re- 
ligious; he  was  frequently  difcovered  by  the  fer- 
vants  on  his  bare  kntes,  with  his  wig  and  clothes  off, 

at 
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4.  The  identical  Mr.  M'Donnel,  whofe 
cataftrophe  will  ever  remain  an  indeli- 
ble difgrace  to  the  police  of  the  county  of 

Mayo. 

To  this  quadruple  alliance,  I  may  add, 

as 


at  his  private  prayers.  One  of  the  girls  took  the  li- 
berty to  expoftulate  with  him,  being  afraid,  fhe  faid, 
he  would  expofe  himielf  too  much  to  the  cold:  his 
anfwer  was,  "  I  feel  no  cold,  child — /  am  wrejlling 
Ci  with  God,  to  unite  my  fons  in  affettion: — the  loaf 
"  (meaning  the  eftate)  is  fufficiently  ample  for  both, 
"  if  divided  between  them."  The  girl,  archly 
enough,  replied,  "  Ah!  dear  Sir,  if  that  is  all  you 
"  are  praying  for,  put  on  your  wig  and  your  clothes, 
"  and  take  your  breakfaft;  for  the  prayers  of  the 
"  whole  world  would  not  prevail  on  my  young  Ma- 
"  fter  to  give  up  his  birth-right,  or  any  part  of  it, 
<c  to  Mafter  Charles."  What  renders  this  ftory  the 
more  curious  is,  that  this  abominable  old  hypocrite, 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  proftrating  his  half-naked 
body,  apparently  in  the  aft  of  folemn  worfhip  to  his 
Creator,  was  meditating  a  plan  to  fet  fire  to  the  man- 
fion-houfe,  in  which  George  Robert  refided,  the  bet- 
ter to  deprive  him  of  all  refuge  on  the  eftate;  which 
plan  he  afterwards  fully  executed,  in  conjunction 
with  the  reft  of  the  wicked  confederacy.  This  fe- 
lony was  perpetrated  after  George  Robert  had  re- 
lieved his  Father  from  prifon,  by  taking  on  himfelf 
a  debt  to  a  large  amount,  as  already  mentioned. 


[     '7    ] 

as  his  avowed  enemies,  the  whole  Roman-* 
Catholic  tenantry,  as  well  on  the  Fitzge- 
rald eftate  as  on  thofe  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  Fitzgerald  tenantry,  having 
joined  the  old  confederacy  againft:  the 
juft  claims  of  the  heir-apparent,  had  no 
other  chance  of  remaining  in  their  farms 
than  by  keeping  him  out  of  poffeffion. 

George  Robert's  declarations,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Papifts,  were  covered  with  no 
difguife; — his  public  advertifement,  which 
had  circulated  through  the  kingdom,  was 
a  denunciation  of  vengeance  againft  them. 
In  this  advertifement,  he  fet  forth  that  he 
would  parcel  out  his  whole  eftate  in  free- 
holds ;  and  invited  Proteftants,  particu- 
larly thofe  from  the  North,  to  come  and 
fettle  on  it,  merely,  as  he  declares,  to 
create  or  ftrengthen  his  eleBional  inter  eft  in 
the  county,  and  thereby  give  all  the  affift- 
ance  in  his  power  to  bring  about  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  and  relieve  the  people 
from  the  bondage  they  fuffer  under  the 
ariftocracy. 

Thefe  fentiments,  it  is  acknowledged, 
were  not  inferted  in  exprefs  words;  but, 
coniidering  the  principles  and  ipirit  of  his 
-uncle,  the  Bifhop  of  Derry,  and  which 
his  nephew  has  flrongly  imbibed,  no  other 
conclufion  can  be  drawn  but  that,  as  well 

from 
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from  public  as  private  considerations,  the 
Roman  Catholic  tenantry  mud  abdicate,  to 
make  room  for  thofe  of  the  Proteftant 
perfuafion. 

To  prevent  this  calamity,  as  they  termed 
it,  they  had  no  poffible  means — having 
forfeited  their  leafes  by  non-payment  of 
their  rentsj  fo  that  their  landlord  had  no- 
thing to  do  to  get  rid  of  them  but  to  feize 
their  cattle,  which,  however,  they  in  ge- 
neral faved  him  the  trouble  of  doing,  by 
moving  them  off  to  fome  remote  part  of 
the  country,  out  of  the  reach  of  his 
drivers. 

Having  accurately,  and  alfo  pretty  copi- 
oufly,  flated  to  the  reader  the  avowed  ene- 
mies of  George  Robert,  and  their  mo- 
tives for  their  oppofition  to  him,  I  mall, 
in  the  next  place,  treat  of  thofe  whom  I 
call  his  fecret  enemies  -,  and  thefe  are,  the 
lordly  party  of  the  county  of  Mayo.  The 
Lords  Lucan  and  Altamont  were  as  much 
alarmed  at  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  proceedings,  on 
account  of  their  public  inferefts,  as  others 
were  for  private  confiderations ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  Sir  "John  Br  own >  of  the  Neal, 
had  declared  he  would  join  young  Fitzge- 
rald, againft,  Mr.  Cuff'  and  the  whole 
ariflocracy,  whofe  feveral  interefts,  united, 

had 
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had  ever  prevailed  in  .that  county;  and  I 
will  venture  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  that  by 
this  fecret  influence,  in  a  great  meafure, 
was  the  conviction  for  the  riot,  in  1780, 
above  mentioned,  brought  about. 

The  General  Election  was  then  only 
three  years  diftant;—  the  ruin  therefore  of 
his  confequence,  for  that  feafon,  was  a 
confummation  devoutly  to  be  wifhed. 
What  ferves  to  corroborate  more  ftrongly 
this  fufpicion,  and  that  it  was  made  a  po- 
litical queftion,  is,  that  the  fentence  of  the 
Court  againft  him  for  the  riot,  was  fo 
nicely  calculated,  as  to  expire  juft  at  the 
time  when  the  General  Election  was  ex- 
pected to  clofe. — It  was,  indeed,  a  cir- 
cumstance much  to  be  lamented,  that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald's  impetuofity,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  workings  of  his  family  faction,  on 
the  other,  rendered  the  effects,  mod  hap- 
pily for  the  Ariftocracy,  exactly  fuch  as  the 
latter  could  have  wifhed. 

I  find  myfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  pur- 
fuing  this  fubject  a  little  farther,  before  [ 
enter  upon  the  matter  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald's 
efcape  from  prifon — when  acts  of  violence 
were  committed,  on  both  tides,  which  I 
mall  hereafter  fet  in  a  true  point  of  view, 

D  I  (hall 


t      20      ] 

I  fhall,  therefore,  take  up  the  bu Griefs  I 
am  upon,  by  a  retrofpe£t  to  the  time  when 
George  Robert  commenced  Politician,  or  ra- 
ther, when  his  Father  made  an  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempt  to  reprefent  the  county  of 
Mayo  in  Parliament. 

Bad  men  have  often  been  fingled  out, 
and  adopted  by  partizans  to  profecute  their 
defigns,  and  thereby  promote  their  inte- 
rests or  ambition.  The  juftnefs  of  this 
remark,  I  believe^  has  been  pretty  well  ve- 
rified in  our  own  metropolis. 

Fitzgerald,  fenior,  (who,  in  fome 
refpects,  was  the  Wilkes  of  Ireland) 
being  encouraged  by  the  popular  partya 
was  induced  to  ftand  candidate  to  reprefent 
the  county  of  Mayo  at  the  General  Elec- 
tion of  Ireland,  in  1775.  Thecontefl  was 
very  fevere;  victory,  however,  declared 
againfthim:  but,  having  run  the  Arifto- 
cracy  very  clofe  on  the  poll,  his  fupport- 
ers  had  the  moll  fanguine  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs,  on  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  a  petition  was  accordingly  pre- 
ferred; but  after  a  trial,  which  laded  fe- 
veral  weeks,  the  fitting  Members  were 
confirmed  in  their  feats. 

By 
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By  this  conteft,  however,  the  then 
ftrength  of  the  feveral  parties  in  the  county 
were  thoroughly  inveftigated — from  which 
a  man  of  penetration  and  fpirit,  like 
George  Robert,  and  whofe  eftate  was 
ample,  well  fitua  ted,  and  of  Angularly 
good  quality,  might,  without  vanity,  flat- 
ter himfelf  with  turning  the  fcale  in  fa- 
vour of  his  family  at  a  future  period,  with- 
out making  any  considerable  facriflce  of  his 
own  property. 

Some  time  after  the  above  election, 
George  Robert  returned  from  France,  and 
appeared  in  the  political  horizon  like  a  ff.ar 
of  the  firft  magnitude;  but  he  made  no 
public  declaration,  that  I  ever  heard,  of 
his  intention  to  ftand  for  the  county,  until 
fome  little  time  before  the  Lent  affizes, 
1778,  at  which  time  the  Parliament  had 
five  years  to  fit;  and,  unlefs  accidents  had 
happened,  there  could  be  no  probable 
ground  to  expect  a  vacancy  till  the  expira- 
tion of  the  above  period:  he  was,  how- 
ever, determined  to  begin  in  time;  and, 
for  this  purpofe,  fuch  preparations  were 
made  againft  the  faid  affizes,  to  be  held  at 
Caftlebar,  for  his  public  entry,  and  to  de- 
clare himfelf  a  candidate  on  the  next  va- 
cancy, as  would  not  have  difgraced  the 
entry  of  a  Venetian  Ambaflador  into  Lon- 
D  2  don. 
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don.  Every  houfe  in  the  town,  that  could 
be  procured,  and  that  was  befl  adapted  for 
the  purpofe,  was  procured,  the  better  to 
enable  this  political  phoenix  to  entertain 
not  only  the  county,  but  the  world  in  gene- 
ral, who  chofe  to  partake  of  his  hoipita- 
lity  during  the  affizes. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  well  knowing  that  the 
publicans  muft  fuffer  considerably  by  his 
intended  banquet,  as  he  propofed  drawing 
the  whole  public  into  his  own  vortex — to 
remove  every  appreheniion  of  this  fort, 
generoufly  compounded  with  them  for  all 
their  probable  lories,  in  the  lump. 

Never  was  imagination  raifed  fo  high  as 
on  this  occafion — nor  was  imagination  ever 
more  completely  gratified,  when  the  time 
arrived  for  realizing  the  fcene :  it  was  in- 
deed a  fcene  of  grandeur,  much  to  be  re- 
membered in  the  hiftory  of  Mayo  magni- 
ficence; fuch  as  before  was  never  feea 
there,  nor,  probably,  ever  will  be  feen 
again,  unlefs  the  fame  Gentleman  fhould 
have  the  good  fortune  to  prevail  over  his 
enemies. 

The  profufion  and  good  quality  of  the 
viands  were  not  more  confpicuous  and  fa- 
tisfactory,  than  was  the  fuperb  and  elegant 

manner 


[       23       ] 

manner  in  which  the  entertainment  was, 
for  three  days\  conducted,  and  in  which  the 
high-fpirited  donor  demonftrated,  that,  to 
the  niceft  fenfe  of  honour,  of  which  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  is  particularly  tenacious,  perhaps 
to  a  fault,  he  joined  the  moil  refined  tafte, 
and  a  capacious  knowledge  for  the  difplay 
of  brilliancy  and  magnificence. 

The  fplendour  exhibited  in  this  village 
was  fcarcely  ever  exceeded  in  the  capital — - 
the  capital  might,  in  fo me  degree,  be  con- 
sidered as  having  emptied  itfelf  into  the 
village.  A  firing  of  cars,  from  the  city 
of  Dublin,  of  an  amazing  length,  pre- 
ceded the  company,  feveral  days,  loaded 
with  the  choicefl  articles  the  metropolis 
could  furnifh,  neceflary  for  the  occaiion:-— 
to  them  fucceeded,  in  proper  order,  cooks 
and  confectioners,  of  different  nations,  fexes, 
and  colours ;- — fempftrefies — taylors — man- 
tua-makers — milliners — perfumers — -hair- 
dreffers — muficians — fire-workers — play- 
ers— (hoe-blacks — and  five  times  the  num- 
ber of  beggars*. 

On 

*  Beggary,  and  of  courfe  pilfering,  is,  in  Ireland, 
far  more  predominant  than  in  England ;  for,  beiides 
the  young  and  idle,  thofe  who  are  paft  their  labour, 
naturally  take  up  their  meal-bag  and  milk-can,  in  order 

tQ 
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On  the  commiffion  day  entered  the  com- 
pany.— Mr.  Fitzgerald,  in  his  drefs,  was 
adorned  with  a  profufion  of  jewels*,  and 

his 

to  follow  this  occupation,  even  though  their  children 
are  in  fufficient  circumftances  to  afford  them  a  main- 
tenance. As  regularly  as  the  Judges  go  the  circuits, 
fo  fure  are  innumerable  beggars  found  in  their  train, 
even  to  the  remoter!:  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In  their 
marodiri.gs  through  the  country,  they  enter  any  houfe 
that  is  convenient  to  them,  take  a  feat  at  the  fire,  and 
partake  of  what  is  going  in  the  kitchen,  in  the  eating 
way,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  though  they  were  a 
part  of  the  family.  When  their  meal-bag  is  full, 
they  fell  the  contents  at  the  next  market,  the  price 
for  which,  and  all  they  gather,  they  generally  hoard; 
for  the  purchafe  of  clothes  would  injure  their  profef- 
iion,  as  nakednefs  is  the  principle  which  excites  cha- 
rity. Apparently  they  are  very  inoffeniive;  but  if 
any  thing  is  expofed  to  their  view,  which  they  can 
take  without  the  probability  of  detection,  few  peo- 
ple, I  believe,  would  be  anfwerable  for  their  honefty. 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  the  obfervations  1  have 
made,  that,  on  the  fmalleft  computation,  there  are 
not  lefs,  in  Ireland,  than  one  hundred  tbotifand  men, 
women,  and  children,  in  the  actual  profeffion  of 
beggary,  who  are  maintained  by  the  boundlefs  ho- 
fpitality  of  the  country. 

*  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  jewels  have  lately  been  ftolen 
from  him.     When  his  lodge  at  Torlough  was  de- 

ftroyed 
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his  train  of  attendants  were  as  richly  ca- 
parifoned  as  if  he  had  been  an  Eaftern  Na- 
bob: but,  which  was  frill  more  pleafing  to 
the  towns-people   and   gamblers,  he   was 

really 

flroyed  by  the  mob,  the  above,  and  many  other  va- 
luables, to  the  amount  of  23,0001.  all  fell  a  facrifice 
to  their  fury;  for  which  he  has  commenced  a  profe-\ 
eution  again  ft  the  county  of  Mayo.  The  following 
is  the  inventory— 

"  A  cafket,  containing  a  complete  fet  of  diamond 
£'  veft-buttons;  a  diamond  loop  and  button  for  the 
te  hat;  a  family  pifture,  fet  round  with  diamonds; 
<6  two  large  emeralds  ;  a  hatband,  ornamented  with 
. "  five  or  fix  rows  of  oriental  pearls;  a  large  en- 
*'  graved  amethyfl;  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  ftudded 
"  with  diamonds;  feveral  other  gold  watches  and 
cc  feals;  a  great  number  of  antique  and  modem 
"  rings;  a  pair  of  gold  flioe  and  knee-buckles;  a 
"  filver  apparatus  for  fhaving;  feveral  pair  of  iilver 
"  fhoe-buckles,  and  other  jewellery  work,  to  the 
"  value  of  6030I.  and  upwards:  alfo,  a  number  of 
<c  notes  of  hand,  and  other  affurances  for  money, 
'*  payable  to  him  from  fundry  perfons,  to  the 
<l  amount  of  above  12,000b  and  a  promiffory  note 
"  of  hand,  drawn  by  an  Englifh  Baronet  of  great 
"  landed  ellate,  for  5000 1.  on  which  feveral  years 
"  intereft  are  due.  He  farther  ftates  a  lofs  in  fpe- 
"  cie ;  various  rich  fuits  of  embroidered  clothes ; 
«'  curious  fire-arms^  and  books,  to  the  amount  of 
H  above  428 1.  more." 
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really  provided  with  a  large  fufn  of  money 
to  defray  his  expences,  and  for  play.  I 
was  informed,  the  feat  of  his  carnage  was 
filled  with  guineas,  fealed  up  in  parcels  of 
fifty  each — for  he  played  nothing  under. 

In  fhort,  there  never  was  a  man  who 
wrought  fo  forcibly  on  the  people  for  the 
time.  He  candidly  told  the  Freeholders, 
he  did  not  regret  his  Father  s  want  of fuccefs> 
on  a  former  cccafion — the  eaufe  of  his  de- 
feat, he  faid,  was  owing  to  parfimony,  and 
his  many  bad  qualities;  which  caufes  he 
hoped,  in  his  application,  would  be  re- 
moved. 

Preparatory  to  a  vacancy,  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  efta- 
blifh,  on  his  eftate,  a  colony  of  Prefbyte- 
rians  from  the  North,  whom  he  propofed 
to  make  freeholders:  and,  as  a  farther  in- 
ducement to  them  to  come  to  him,  he 
threw  out  a  never-failing  bait;  he  offered 
to  lay  out  500 1.  in  erecting  a  meeting- 
houfe;  and  to  fettle  50 1.  per  annum,  and  a 
houfe  and  land,  on  the  Minifter,  whom 
themfelves  mould  choofe  to  be  their  pa- 
ilor  *. 

The 

*  This  meeting-houfe  was  a&ually  built,  (I  faw 
the  fhell  of  it,   1783)  and,  I  am  informed,  George 

Robert 
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The  introducing  a  new  race  of  inhabi- 
tants, and  of  a  fed:  too,  whofe  principles 
were  never  known  to  be  favourable  to  a 
proud  Ariifocracy,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt 
that  fuch  an  innovation  would  be  preiently 
fcouted:  it  was  fo,  in  fact;  for  it  was  con- 
fidered,  by  the  lordly  party,  as  a  previous 
ftep  to  a  parliamentary  reform ;  fuggefted, 
without  queftion,  by  the  Arch-incendiary, 
(as  the  Court  faction  called  him)  the  Bifhop 

of 

Robert  has  recently  officiated  therein,  having  taken 
orders  for  a  Prefbyterian  Minifter. 

By  whom  ordained,  or  whether  he  was  ever  or- 
dained, I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  difcover.  As 
this  is  an  age  oi  novelty,  and  for  the  making  of  experi- 
ments, perhaps  his  uncle,  the  Bifliop  of  Derry,  may 
have  ordained  him  for  the  Church',  but  having  mif- 
taken  his  road,  as  he  appears  to  have  done  on  fome 
other  occafions,  he,  ftrange  to  relate  !  has  Hepped. 
into  the  Meeting-houfe.  This  meeting-houfe  was  fitu- 
ated  in  the  village  of  Torlough,  in  which  the  Fa- 
ther's lodge  flood,  and  in  this  Lodge  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
relided  at  the  time  M'Donnell  was  murdered — The 
lodge,  however,  being  now  razed  to  the  ground — it  is 
a  great  mercy  if  the  meeting-houfe  has  not  fhared  the 
fame  fate.  Be  that  as  it  may,  if  George  Robert  has 
commenced  preacher  of  the  Gofpel,  I  fhall  be  as 
ready  as  his  enemies  to  conclude,  that  hypocrify  is  an 
hereditary  vice  belonging  to  his  family. 

E 
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of  Derry;  and  was,  in  their  eyes,  nothing 
lefs  than  an  attempt  to  overturn  the  consti- 
tution, both  in  Church  and  State. 

Ridiculous  as  it  may  appear  to  an  Eng^ 
lifh  reader,  that  a  Gentleman's  making  free- 
holders, and  thereby  creating,  from  his  own 
fortune,  an  eleBional  intereft,  with  a  view 
to  bring  about  a  parliamentary  reform, 
fhould  be  conftrued  into  an  intention  of 
overturning  the  conftitution,  yet  in  Ireland 
this  was  really  the  cafe;  for  in  that  coun- 
try the  meeting  of  the  Freeholders,  to  con/i- 
der  of  a  Reform  of  Parliament ,  has,  from 
the  Bench,  been  declared  to  have  that  ten-? 
dency. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  fubject,  and  as 
a  farther  proof  that  this  doctrine  is  now 
held  to  be  the  fundamental  law  of  Ireland, 
I  (hall  adduce  the  opinion  of  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Earlsfort,  in  his  own  words,  as 
they  were  delivered  in  the  cafe  of  Reilly, 
late  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dublin. 

The  author  of  a  moil:  ingenious  pam- 
phlet has,  by  feveral  months,  anticipated 
me,  in  his  remarks  on  that  cafe:  reintroduces 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Irim  Parliamentary 
Reform,  and  quotes  the  cafe  above  alluded 
to;  the  determination  of  which  is  fo  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  curious,  and  of  fo  great  import- 
ance, that  I  cannot  withstand  the  tempta- 
tion of  repeating  it  in  this  place;  more 
efpecially  as  I  was  prefent  at  the  trial  of 
Reilly,  and  can  vouch  for  the  correct- 
nefs  of  the  Author's  quotations;  and  do 
moft  cordially,  nay,  devoutly,  with  the 
whole  Irifh  nation,  fubfcribe  to  his  remarks 
thereon. 

I  (hall  introduce  this  bulinefs  in  the 
Author's  own  words  -,  and  afterwards 
make  fuch  further  remarks  as  are  applica- 
ble to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

*  Not  a  heart  panted,'  (in  Ireland)  4  not  a  wiffo 

*  was  uttered  for  any  object  but  a  reform  of  parlia- 

*  ment.  Great  was  the  difeafe,  but  the  remedy  was 
4  greater.     In  the  effort  to  fet   father  againft   fon, 

*  and   brother   againft   brother,   the  Miniftry,   and 

*  their  emiffaries  there,  provoked  the  revival  of  the 

*  moft  effectual  animofities,  that  could  not  fail  to 
4  divide  the  people,  and  infufe  difcord   amongft  the 

*  Irifh.' 

'  But   the   comprehensive  foul    of*    the   Minifter 

*  -grafped  ftill  more.  4C  I  will  conquer  America  in 
44  Germany"  faid  the  Eari,  of  Chatham;  "  I 
44  will  cut  up  the  Englijh  reform  in  Ireland!"  fays  the 
4  Earl  of  Chatham's  Son.' 

*  Whatever    be    the    Reader's    political    com- 
E  2  4  plexion, 
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(  plexion,  1  befeech,   I  implore   him,    to  read  tlie 

*  publijh ed.fpeech  of   Mr.  Pitt's   newly-made   Chief 

*  Juftice  of  the  lri-Jh  King's-Bench,  Lord  Ear  Is  forty 
e  where  he  will  find  thefe  precious  points  affirmed  to 
'  be  the  law  of  the  land — not  by  quirk  or  fubtlety, 
'■'but  in  home-fpun  intelligible  terms — 

'  I  ft,  6i  That  the  power  of  the  County  is  the  power 
4C  of  the  Crown" 

c  2dly,  "  That  the  Sheriff's  calling  the  people  together 
"  peacefully  and  legally,  IS  THE  MOST  WANTON  0P- 
"    PRESSION  OF  THE   KlNG's  SUBJECTS." 

e  3<dly,  u  Thai  a  reformation  of  parliament  is,  as 
"  plain  as  words  can  fpeak,  TO  OVERTURN  the  re- 
"    LIGiON     AND     CONSTITUTION     OF     THE     COUN- 

«     TRy.» 

'  4thly,  "  That  attachments  are  preferable  to  tri- 
"  als,  becaufe  they  zrefummary — becaufe the  whole 
"  county  is  corrupted,  and  no  jury  Jhould  be 
li  tru/ied," 

f  5thly,  (which  is  a  moft  holy  doctrine,  and  the 
i  echo  of  the  Englifh  plan,  in  deflroying  trial  by 
'  jury)  "  T/tatf  a  trial  by  jury,  of fuch  charges,  would 
"  BE  HIGHLY  IMPROPER,  becaufe  it  would  be  run- 
64  nint  the  hazard  of  corrupting  witnesses,   and1 

"    TEMPTING  A  JURY  TO  PERJURE  THEMSELVES." 

4  Here  you   fee,   the  foundation  of  this   vaunted 

*  trial  by  jury  is  fubverted,  root  and  branch — for  in 

*  every  human  litigation,  there  is  a  riik  of  perjury.' 

'  I  know 
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*  I  know  that  conflitutionalifts  may  fay  this — It 

*  the  publifhed  fpeech  of  the  Irifli  Judge  be  fpuri- 
'  ous,  the  fublijher  Jhould  lofe  his  ears — If  the  fpeech 

*  be  genuine,  the  Judge  fhould  lofe  his  life.  The 
(  criminal  jujiice  of  the  country  is  endangered  every 
'  hour  that  fuch  a  traitor  to  the  Conititution  pol- 
'  lutes  the  Bench;    and   the  people,  if  they  do  not 

*  impeach  him,  are  madmen,  {laves,  or  cowards.' 

The  Author  then  ironically  adds — c   I  am  of  a 

c  very  different  opinion;   and  it  is  a  fubftantial  caufe 

'  of  delight  for  us  to  reflect,   that  though  the  Britifh 

1  Bench  is  barren  of  fuch  characters,  the  Miniflry 

*  have  blejjed  the  Irifli  Bench  with  a  Judge  who  com- 
'  prebends,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  nobleft  facul- 
«  ties  of  a  Tressixian,  a  Scroggs,  a  Jefferies? 

*  &C.' 

It  is  already  well  known,  and  fcarcely 
needs  repeating,  that  Tressilian  was 
hanged  in  the  year  1388,  for  giving  an 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  prerogative,  con- 
trary to  the  fpirit  of  the  conflitution. 

Scrcggs  was  impeached  by  the  Com- 
mons, in  the  yz«v  1681,  for  acting  nearly 
the  fame  part  as  TrrJ/i/um  had  done;  and 
for  unjullly  profecuting,  as  the  Commons 
alledged,  writers  and  publishers  of  pam- 
phlets concerning  the  Popift  Phi. 

JefferieSj  in  the  reign  of  James  the 

lid, 
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lid,  would  willingly  have  rendered  the 
crown  defpotie:  but,  being  thrown  into 
the  Tower,  at  the  Revolution,  he  there 
killed  himfelf  with  immoderate  drinking, 
and  by  that  means  faved  Jack  Ketch  the 
trouble  of  fending  him  but  of  the  world 
ift  a  HALTER. 

Earlsfort* — whether  this   noble— -I 
mean  to  fay  ignoble — man  may  not  foon  be 

added 

*  An  Englifb.  reader,  we  prefume,  will  riot  be 
difpleafed  to  hear  fomething  more  particularly  con- 
cerning this  extraordinary  Son  of  corruption — this 
pedlar  of  the  law,  and  vender  of  legal  fraud  and  non- 
fenfe.         * 

His  having  defcended  from  a  low  family,  I  consider 

as  nodifgrace  to  him.     As  a  Barrifter,  he  was  never 

known  to  poflefs  a  fingle  requifite  which  could  (tamp 

"trim  a  man  of  profeffion,  unlets  it  were  low  cunning, 

deceit,  and  the  raoft  consummate  affuranee. 

Until  he  was  dubbed  a  Lord,  and  the  peerage  of 
Ireland  thereby  difgraced,  he  Was  called  by  the  nick- 
name of  Copper  face;  and  under  this  fplendid  title 
he  was  elected,  by  his  countrymen,  after  a  month's 
poll,  in  tKe  year  1773,  Hun&ugger-general  of  Ire- 
land. 

The  fame  abilities  with  which  he  waded  through 
the  dirty  paths  of  the  law,  were  ferviceable  to  him 
In  the  fenate.     Though  perfonally  a  coward,  yet,  in 

politics, 
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added  to  the  above  lift,  and  hung  out  as  a 
fcare-crow  to  deter  future  traitors  to  their 
country,  depends  only  on  the  liability  of 
his  creators-^-the  prefent  Miniflry. 

Such   being  the   language   of  the  Irifli 
Ariflocracy,    delivered   to    the   people   by 

their 

politics,  he  was  a  hero;  and  has  the  courage  to  be  firfl 
and  laft  in.  every  debate- — that  by  the  dint  of  luck,  as 
he  himfelf  terms  it,  but  what  the  world  juftly  call 
corruption,  barratory,  &c.  he  has  realized,  from  be- 
ing worth  lefs  than  nothing,  a  landed  property  of 
above  200ql.  a  year-r-has  a  patent  place  in  the  Irifh 
Exchequer  office,  worth  3000 1.  a  year  more,  befides 
a  chief  jufticefhip;  which  makes  his  whole  income 
little  lefs  than  io,oool.  a  year. 

He  was  a  fhort  time  Attorney  General,  but  de~ 
graded  by  the  Rockingham  adminillration;  which 
circumftance,  by  the  by,  was  a  ftrong  recommenda- 
tion of  him  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and,  no  doubt,  had  its  due 
weight  in  his  appointment  to  fo  high  an  employ- 
ment, which  happened  at  a  fortunate  conjuncture  too, 
for  an  old  client  of  his  Lordfhip:  but  his.  adroitnefs 
in  the  triple  capacities  of  Judge  in  a  court,  as  a  Peer, 
and  Pleader  in  Parliament,  and  how  far  the  prefent 
Miniftry  ailed  with  this  wretch  in  concert,  to  pro- 
cure a  determination  of  a  civil  fuit,  in  favour  of  a 
creature  of  their  own,  who  poffeffed  a  conllderable 
Borough  intereft,  fhall  be  the  fubjedl  of  future  difr 
cuffion. 
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their  Chief  Juftice  of  the  king's  Bench, 
it  very  naturally  follows,  that  the  attempt 
of  George  Robert  Fitzgerald  to  clear  his 
eftate  of  its  old  tenants,  and  to  intro- 
duce a  new  race  of  Proteftant  inhabitants, 
»' which,  had  he  effected  it,  would  have  fo 
much  altered  the  affairs  of  the  county  of 
Mayo,  was  an  innovation  that  might  juftly 
have  ranked  arnongfr.  thofe  offences  which 
are  brought  in  review  by  the  Chief  Juflice, 
in  order  to  check  the  fpirit  of  the  people 
who  were  crying  out  for  a  parliamentary 
reform. 

Sheriff  Re'illy  called  the  people  toge- 
ther, to  confider  of  this  meafure,  by  pub- 
lic advertilement- — Mr.  Fitzgerald  does  the 
fame,  and  creates  new  freeholders  for  this 
very  purpofe;  from  all  which  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affert,  that  the  misfortunes  of  this 
Gentleman  originate  as  much  in  his  public 
fpirit  and  liberality,  as  in  the  frauds  and 
cabals  of  his  own  family. 

But  to  return   to  George  Robert's  efcapt 
from  the  gaol  of  Cajllehar. 

To  obtain  his  loft  liberty,  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald ventured  on  a  bold  and  a  hazardous 
enterprife — an    efcape    from     his    prifon ; 

which, 
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which,  by  the  law  of  Ireland,  is  a  capital 
felony. 

After  this  efcape,  he  erected  a  very  for- 
midable battery  in  his  demefne,  confirming 
of  feveral  pieces  of  iron  ordnance.  The 
battery  was  erected  on  an  artificial  mount;, 
on  which  was  planted  a  grove  of  trees, 
iituated  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
high  road,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
gate  of  the  avenue  which  leads  to  the  man- 
fion-houfe,  and  half  an  Englifh  mile  from 
the  houfe  itfelf. 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  hand 
of  Providence,  together  with  the  villainy 
of  the  King's  revenue-officers,  had  greatly 
favoured  George  Robert's  very  fingular  en- 
terprife,  and  in  fome  meafure,  no  doubt, 
had  determined  his  efcape. 

A  large  foreign  armed  (hip  (of  what 
country  I  do  not  recollect)  had  been  driven, 
by  ftrefs  of  weather,  to  the  port  of  New- 
port-prat, a  few  miles  diftant  from  the 
town  of  Caflilebar.  The  vefTel  had  re- 
ceived fo  much  damage,  that  me  was  obliged 
to  be  unloaded  in  order  to  give  her  a  fuffi- 
cient  repair. 

F  To 
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To  affift  the  unfortunate  mariners,  the 
houfes  belonging  to  the  King's  officers, 
and  others,  were  opened  to  receive  the 
cargo,  and  the  (hip  accordingly  underwent 
a  repair;  hut  by  the  time  {he  was  in  trim 
to  take  in  her  cargo  again,  a  part  of  it  was 
loft,  and  part  fpoiled;  and  that  which  re- 
mained, and  was  faleable,  was  not  of  fuf- 
ficient  value  to  pay  the  exorbitant  ware- 
houfe  room  where  it  was  depofited.  On 
this  account,  the  whole  was  eonfifcated; 
and  in  the  meantime,  the  unfortunate  Cap- 
tain was  inhumanly  committed  to  Caftle- 
bar  goal,  where  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  then 
confined,  for  the  amount  of  the  expences 
of  the  fhip's  repair — the  confequence  was, 
that  {he  was  obliged  to  be  fold,  with  her 
guns  and  ftores,  to  defray  charges,  and 
thereby  releafe  the  Captain  from  prifon*. 

At  this  fale,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  by  agents, 
purchafed  the  guns  and  ammunition,  un- 
der pretence  of  their  being  for  the  ufe  of 

the 

*  This  flagrant  breach  of  hofpitality,  and  of  na- 
tional honour,  ^having  been  committed,  not  by  th 
rabble,  or  wreck-hunters,  but  by  the  King's  offi- 
cers, the  fraud  and  plunder  was  perfectly  innocent; 
and,  although  it  made  fome  noife  in  the  country, 
yet,  thefe  officers  being  all  of  them  creatures  of  the 
Lordly  party,  it  never  came  to  an  enquiry. 


e 
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the  Volunteers. — This  accounts  for  his  be- 
ing able  to  erect  fo  formidable  a  battery, 
and  for  its  being  fo  well  furnifhed  and 
maintained,  as  to  alarm  the  Government, 
and  to  occafion  them  to  fend  a  train  of  ar- 
tillery, with  a  regiment  of  horfe,  in  order 
to  diflodge  the  offenders. 

On  the  approach  of  this  force,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  and  his  partifans  all  fled,  and 
the  troops  again  returned  to  their  old  quar- 
ters. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  however,  continued 
concealed  in  the  country  for  fome  time; 
and  it  was  at  this  period  the  confederacy 
at  Torlough  fet  fire  to  his  houfe  at  Rock- 
field:  after  which,  having  good  reafon  to 
fufpect  his  Father  and  Mifs  ■  to  have 

perpetrated  this  mifchief,  and  finding  it 
impoffible  to  be  much  longer  concealed, 
he,  with  an  armed  party,  (at  the  time 
that  he  was  himfelf  an  out-law)  went  to 
Torlough,  and  took  his  Father  prifoner. 

Having  placed  his  Father  in  a  poft- 
chaife,  and  a  flrong  guard  on  the  outride 
of  the  carriage,  in  this  manner  he  led  him, 
as  if  in  triumph,  a  captive  through  the 
country,  and  at  laft  brought  him  to  Dub- 
lin, where  he  died  foon  after  j  and  George 
F  2  Robert 
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Robert  himfelf  was  taken  by  a  Captain 
Hall,  who,  on  that  account,  received  the 
reward  of  three  hundred  pounds,  which 
the  Government  had  offered  for  apprehend- 
ing him. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  committed  to  the 
New  Prifon  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
remained  there  a  confiderable  time — until 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Temple,  His 
Excellency  granted  him  a  pardon,  on  con- 
dition— as  I  am  well  informed — -that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  would  never,  from  thenceforth, 
either  accept  of,  or  fend  a  challenge  to 
fight  a  duel,  and  that  he  mould  give  his 
word  of  honour  for  his  future  good  beha- 
viour. 

From  this  circumftance,  I  am  led  to  the 
relation  of  a  fracas y  which,  after  his  dis- 
charge, happened  between  George  Robert, 
a  Mr.  Martin,  (fon  of  the  unfortunate  Mr. 
Martin  of  Dangan,  who  was  defrauded 
by  Popham*,  the  money-fcrivener)  and  a 
Mr.  Letter. 

At 

*  This  celebrated  fwindler  having  cheated  Mr. 
Martin,  and  feveral  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  Ire- 
land, out  of  6o,oool.  fet  off  for  the  Eaft  Indies; 
and  is  the  identical  Mr.  Popham  who  makes  fuch  a 
confpicuous  figure  in  the  publifhed  Defence  of  Mr. 
Haftings. 
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At  the  trial  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  for  the 
riot  before  mentioned,  Mr.  Martin  was  of 
Counfel  for  the  profecution,  and  in  his 
pleading  threw  out  fome  very  fevere  re- 
Sections  again  ft  the  Prifoner,  and  alfo 
againft  the  Prifoner's  Father:  in  drawing 
the  comparifon,  however,  between  the 
characters  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  he 
concluded,  that  George  Robert  was  the 
worft  character  of  the  two. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  however,  took  occafion, 
when  he  made  his  defence,  to  retort  on 
Mr.  Martin,  with  fuch  pointed  feverity, 
that  the  Barrifter  infinuated  he  would  re- 
fent  it  at  a  proper  opportunity. 

As  foon  therefore  as  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was 
difcharged  from  his  imprifonment  in  Dub- 
lin, by  Lord  Temple,  Mr.  Martin  fent 
Mr.  Lefter  with  a  challenge  to  him. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  on  receiving  the  mef- 
fage,  aiked  Mr.  Lefter  if  he  had  not  heard 
the  injunction  laid  on  him  by  Lord  Tem- 
ple. Lefter  replied,  he  had  heard  of  fuch 
a  thing,  but  knew  not  if  it  was  true;  and 
if  it  was  true,  did  not  imagine  he,  Mr* 
Fitzgerald,  would  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a 
ridiculous  injunction. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fitzgerald,  having  fecured  the 
written  mejfage,  fent  by  Mr.  Martin,  fafe 
in  his  pocket,  was  determined  to  inflidt  in- 
ilant  puniftiment  on  the  unfortunate  Lef- 
ter-^~in  doing  which,  it  mud  be  acknow- 
ledged, Fitzgerald  acted  with  a  fubtlety 
not  ufual  to  him  in  affairs  of  honour*. 

Seeing  a  very  brilliant  ring  on  Mr.  Let- 
ter's finger,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  faid  to  him — 
"  I  think,  Sir,  you  have  a  very  fine  ring 
*c  on  your  finger."  Letter,  very  unfu- 
fpectingly,  look  the  ring  from  his  finger, 
which  the  other  politely  received,  as  if  to 
look  at — but,  dejignedly,  let  it  fall  on  the 
floor;  and,  fetting  his  foot  on  it,  he 
crufhed  this  valuable  ring  to  atoms.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  then  picked  up  the  mattered 
contents,  with  more  than  ordinary  atten- 
tion— put  the  ftones  and  the  gold  into  a 
piece  of  paper — twitted  them  up,  and  put 
them  into  Letter's  pocket,  with  the  fol- 
lowing Jefuitical  addrefs :  —  u  Perhaps, 
"  Sir,  you  will  fay  I  robbed  you — but 
"  you  fee  I  have  not."  After  this,  he 
opened  the  parlour-door,  and  defired  the 
fervant  to  bring  him  his  crab,  meaning 
his   walking-ftick.     When  the  crab  was 

brought 

*  I  relate  this  ftory  agreeably  to  Mr.  Letter's  re- 
port of  the  tranfa&ion. 
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brought  to  him,  he  began  a  moft  violent 
affault  upon  Mr.  Lefter,  and  fo  dexte- 
roufly  did  he  brandim  his  crabfiick,  that  he 
made  poor  Lefter  both  fore  and  bloody  $ 
and,  in  this  very  frightful  condition,  turned 
him  headlong  out  of  his  houfe,  to  be  the 
laughing-ftock  of  the  populace,  who,  by 
this  time,  had  gathered  about  the  door  in 
jgreat  numbers. 

Mr.  Lefter,  with  his  wounds  bleeding, 
immediately  went  to  the  houfe  of  Judge 
Hen,  before  whom,  after  reciting  every 
aggravating  circumftance,  he  lodged  an 
information  for  an  aflault;  and  a  warrant 
iffued  to  bring  Mr.  Fitzgerald  before  the 
Judge. 

When  that  gentleman  appeared  there, 
the  Judge  was  going  to  commit  him  5  upon 
which  Mr.  Fitzgerald  took  from  his  pocket 
the  written  meilage  which  Mr.  Lefter  had 
brought  to  him  from  Mr.  Martin.  This 
paper  he  fhewed  to  Mr.  Hen;  and  when 
the  Judge  had  read  it,  he  fufpended  the 
mittimus  againft  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  im- 
mediately committed  poor  Lefter  to  New- 
gate, for  having  brought  Mr.  Fitzgerald  a 
challenge  from  Mr.  Martin. 

Upon 
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Upon  Lefter's  arrival  at  the  prifon,  he 
was  become  fo  horrid  a  fpeclacle,  that  he 
appeared  to  be  a  much  fitter  object  for  an 
infirmary t  than  a  gaol. 

The  next  day,  the  combatants  gave  bail 
to  appear  at  the  quarter-feffions — but  the 
affair,  I  believe,  was  amicably  adjufted, 
for  I  never  heard  any  thing  more  about  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Martin  after- 
wards met,  and  fought  a  duel,  in  which 
neither  party  received  any  hurt. 

It  has  often  been  faid,  and  is  generally 
believed,  that  all  the  many  rencounters  in 
which  George  Robert  has  been  engaged, 
were  owing  to  a  diforder  in  his  brain, 
which  is,  moreover,  faid  to  run  through 
the  whole  family :  to  this  afperfion,  I  an- 
fwer,  with  Ifabella  in  the  play — 

"  Little  do  they  know  him ." 

I  am  confident  Mr.  Fitzgerald  would 
not  be  obliged  to  me,  or  to  any  other  per- 
fon,  who  would  attempt  to  juftify  his  con- 
duct on  this  ground. 

His  literary  talents  are,  I  believe,  but 
little   known   to  the    world,  as  he  never 

wrote 
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wrote  much;  and  what  he  did  write  was 
only  for  the  perufal  of  his  mod  intimate 
friends. 

I  remember  to  have  feen  a  fmall  poem, 
with  his  name  prefixed  to  it,  confifting  of 
about  four  hundred  lines  only,  which  was 
thought  to  difplay  a  brilliancy  of  wit  and 
depth  of  learning,  together  with  an  ex- 
cellent turn  for  double- entendre. 

This  poem  was  entitled  The  Riddle, 
and  infcribed  to  John  Scott,  Efq.  now 
Lord  Earlsfort,  and  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  Ireland.  It 
having  been  written  in  the  form  of  a  Kiddle, 
more  cannot  be  faid  of  it  in  this  place; 
and  as  an  edition  of  it  will  foon  be  pub- 
limed,  I  (hall  not  at  prefent  anticipate,  nor 
deprive  the  curious  of  the  pleafure  of  ex- 
pounding the  contents, 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  poffefles  a  fund  of  le- 
gal knowledge,  and  is  alfo  a  very  good 
orator.  He  harangues  in  the  courts  of 
law,  and  does  his  own  bufinefs,  with  little 
or  no  aid  of  Counfel.  Not  long  ago,  he 
lingly  pleaded  his  own  caufe  in  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  in  an  harangue  of  three  hours, 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Bench,  and  a  nu- 
merous auditory,  againft  a  great  bar  of  law- 
yers, and  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  the 
better  of  them  all. 

G  It 
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It  is  time  my  Narrative  mould  now 
draw  to  a  clofe.  I  have  induftrioufly 
avoided  faying  too  much  in  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald's favour^  my  motive  having  been 
principally  to  inform  the  world  that  al- 
though he  appears,  by  what  has  been 
published  in  the  news-papers,  relative  to 
a  recent  tranfaction,  greatly  to  have  erred, 
yet  Mr.  M'Donnel  was  by  no  means  in- 
ojf'enfive,  on  the  contrary,  he  gave  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  the  Jirft  provocation  and  caufe 
of  quarrel. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald's  property  is  little,  if  at 
all,  inferior  to  that  of  any  Gentleman  in 
his  county;  and  yet,  although  he  was 
armed  with  legal  authority,  he  could  not 
raife  a  (hilling  off  the  eftate,  except  what 
Mr.  M'Donnel,  and  the  reft  of  the  Tor- 
lough  faction,  could  not  prevent. 

Fie  flood  alone,  furrouuded  by  a  hoft  of 
enemies,  againft  which  neither  the  laws, 
nor  the  police  of  the  county,  afforded  him, 
in  any  one  inftance,  the  leaft  protection. 
His  perfonal  fafety,  his  property,  and 
even  the  jointure  payable  out  of  the 
eftate  to  Lady  Mary  Fitzgerald — his  all 
was  at  Hake. 

What  a  melancholy  profpect  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  view  of  even  an  uninterelred 
fpectator,  like  myfelf — to  behold  the  mofl 
lovely  and  inviting  tract  of  land  which 
Ireland  can  boaft,  one  year  in  a  high  ftate 

of 
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of  cultivation,  and  the  next  a  defolate  wil- 
dernefs !  * 

The  deceafed  Mr.  M'Donnel  may  juftly 
be  confidered  as  a  volunteer  in  the  fervice  of 
old  Fitzgerald,  of  Charles  his  fon,  and  of 
Mifs  Norris.  He  bufied  himfelf  in  a  family 
quarrel,  which,  without  his  affiftance,  was 
arrived  to  a  pitch  not  eaiily  to  be  quelled.  : 

He  acted  as  an  incendiary  at  the  head 
of  the  tenantry,  to  keep  the  lawful  claim- 
ant out  of  his  right,  and  the  heir  from  the 
poffeffion  of  his  undifputed  fortune — aug- 
menting his  diflreffes,  and  thofe  of  his 
virtuous  Mother,  at  leaft  as  far  as  his  ad- 
vice and  active  influence  could  poffibly  ex- 
tend. 

The  late  Mr.  M'Donnel,  though  bred 
to  the  law,  was  himfelf  but  one  remove 
from  a  Papiji:  his  father  read  his  recan- 
tation, for  the  fole  purpofe  of  filing  a 
bill  of  difcovery  to  obtain  a  property  no 
otherwife  his  right  than  by  his  becoming  a 
Proteflant.  This  trick  is  often  practifed 
in  Jreland  -3  but  I  never  knew  a  family  that 
turned  Proteftants  from  fo  bale  a  motive, 
G  2  that 

*  Dr.  Ellifon,  the  rector  of  the  parifh  in  which 
the  Fitzgerald  eftate  lies,  has,  for  feveral  years,  loft 
from  one  to  two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  by  the  defo- 
lation  of  that  eftate,  in  the  article  of  tithes  only. 
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that  did  not  have  frequent  Mafs  privately 
laid  in  their  houfes.  .[  humbly  apprehend 
that  had  Mr.  M'Donnel  been  a  virtuous 
man,  (being  moreover  a  lawyer  too) 
he  would  not  have  taken  (o  unworthy  a 
part  as  he  has  done,  againft  George  Ro- 
bert, let  his  connections  with  old  Fitzge- 
rald have  been  ever  fo  binding. 

"  But,"  fay  fome,  "  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  by 
"  his  own  impetuofity  and  vindictive  dif- 
"  poiltion,  has  involved  himfelf  in  his 
"  prefent  fituation/' — Good  Heavens! 
fearch  the  habitable  globe,  and  will  you 
find  a  man  who  could  fuffer  the  injuries 
that  he  has  endured,  and  not  be  roufed 
to  vengeance?  To  be  itripped  of  his  inhe- 
ritance—his houfe  and  furniture  deftroyed 
by  fire — -not  by  accident,  nor  by  any  com- 
mon calamity,  but  by  the  bafe  hands  of  his 

own  Father,  and  a  perfidious  VV — -e,  who 

afiifted  in  railing  up  a  faction  to  rob  the 
eldeft  ion,  and  thereby  aggrandife  the  fortune 
of  the  youngeft,  (for  nothing  lefs  would  fa- 
tisfy  George  Robert's  enemies) — did  not 
tranfactions,  fuch  as  I  have  related,  call 
loudly  for  vengeance? 

But,  again,  it  will  be  faid,  "  Mr.  Fitz- 
"  gerald  is  violent."  I  have  fuflicicntly 
fhewn  that  he  has  onlyoppofed  violence  to 
violence — againft  thofe  only  who  have  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  their  country  by  fire  and 

fword: 
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fword :  ao  peaceable  man,  that  I  ever  heard, 
has  any  complaint  againft  him.  But  there 
is  not,  in  that  part  of  Ireland,  any  fuch  thing 
as  either  law  or  police ;  a  ftronger  proof  can- 
not be  given  of  the  barbarous  difpofition  of 
even  the  better  fort  of  people,  than  the  plun- 
dering the  foreign  veffej,  and  her  diftrefled 
Captain  and  crew,  at  Newport-prat.  The 
whole  province  of  Connaught,  the  county 
of  Sligo*  excepted,  is  in  as  wretched  a  ftate 

of 

*  I  am  informed,  from  unqueftionable  authority, 
that  the  mob  having  taken  and  bound  Mr.  M'Don- 
nel,  he  was  ordered,  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  to  Sligc* 
gaol,  on  a  warrant  which  he  had  obtained  for  that; 
purpofe;  to  which  prifon  they  were  conveying  him, 
and  had  proceeded  fome  diftance  from  Torlough  before 
the  attack  on  him  commenced.  The  reafon  of  pre* 
ferring  Sligo  gaol  was  becaufe,  by  the  influence  of  the 
Ar'iftocracy^  no  juflice  could  be  obtained  againft  Mr. 
M'Donnel,  or  on  any  of  thofe  who  refilled  the  law, 
or  committed  depredations  againft  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  in 
his  own  county. 

Well  might  the  unfortunate  Brecknock  cry  out, 
when  arraigned  the  other  day  at  Caftlebar,  on  being 
afked  if  he  would  be  tried  by  God  and  his  Country  , 
"  Not  by  your  country,  Sir." 

Thefe  recent  proceedings  are  ftrong  corroborating 
vouchers  for  the  truth  of  many  of  the  foregoing  re- 
marks. 

N.  B.  The  above  Mr.  Brecknock  is  the  celebrated 
Timothy  Brecknock  who  figured  greatly,  fome  years 
ago,  in  the  news-papers,  but  rendered  himfelf  re- 
markably popular  by  going  into  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  perfonally  informing  againft  all  the 
Judges  of  that  court,  for  wearing  cambrick.  On  this 
occaiion,  Lord  Mansfield  faid,  "  Mr.  Brecknock, 
,"  how  will  you  prove  we  wear  cambrick?" — "  My 

"  Lord," 
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o£  barbarian*  and  bigotry,  as  it  was  two  cen- 
turies ago;  nor  can  any  man  of  property  live 
any  longer  in  peace  there,  than  whillt  he  has 
a  faction,  or  the  military,  to  fupport  him 
in*  his  legal  poiTeffions.  When  a  man  is 
encompafTed  with  vipers,  little  time  is  al- 
lowed him  for  parley. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  whatever 
may  become  of  George  Robert,  the  dreads 
ful  catailrophe  which  has  happened  to  one 
of  the  parties  in  difpute,  Mr.  M'Donnel, 
rauft  have  one  good  effect — it  is  an  awful 
leflbn  to  mankind — and  I  hope  will  prove 
afalutary  warning  againd:  interfering  in  the 
family  quarrels  of  their  neighbours. 

To  conclude,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  foon  to 
appear  before  his  Sovereign  in  his  courts, 
and  his  Country — I  therefore,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  charitably  hope,  and  in 
this  I  truft'I  lhall  be  joined  by  every  un- 
prejudiced reader,  that  "  God  may  fend  him 
a  good  deliverance." 

"  Lord,"  faid  Brecknock,  li  I  have  fworn  it;  and  it 
<4  now  remains  with  your  Lordfliips  to  prove  the 
Ci  contrary." — The  learned  Bench,  finding  them- 
felves  fmitten^  thought*  proper  not  to  investigate  the 
matter  further,  and  paid  him  the  fine.  Mr.. Breck- 
nock was  engaged,  at  300 1,  a  year,  as  law  agent  and 
advifer  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald;  1  fincerely  hope  that,  in 
this  bloody  bufinefs,  the  ferpent  will  not  be  flung  to 
death  by  its  own  poifon. 


2* 


vm 


M 


4-7 


